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Part 1: Tools, Skills & Planning Basics (Tips 115)

1. Invest in a Core Set of Tools First

Drill, hammer, level, utility knife, tape measure, adjustable wrench, and a multipurpose screwdriver
set.

2. Dont Skimp on a Stud Finder

A $20 stud finder can prevent hundreds in wall repairs.

3. Learn One New Skill Per Month

Build a new DIY skill monthly to grow your confidence and ability.

4. YouTube Is Your Free University



Search tutorials with high ratings for trusted instructions.
5. Use Painters Tape Like a Pro

Mark drill holes, label wires, or line up tile layouts.

6. Rent Tools You Wont Use Again

Save money by renting large or one-time-use tools.

7. Plan Every Project with a Checklist

Eliminate surprise costs and stress by planning every step.
8. Measure Twice, Cut Once

Avoid wasted materials by double-checking dimensions.
9. Save Receipts for Returns

Keep receipts so unused supplies can go back.

10. Download a Home Maintenance App

Apps remind you about filter changes, seasonal tasks, etc.
11. Practice on Scrap First

Use extra tile, wood, or paint to practice techniques.

12. Invest in a Toolbelt

Keeps essential tools at your sidesaves time and steps.
13. Watch DIY Fails to Learn What NOT to Do

Others' mistakes are free lessons for you.

14. Label Everything in Your Tool Area

Helps you find tools fast and avoids duplicates.

15. Buy Quality Over Cheap Tools

Cheap tools break and cost more in the long run.

Part 2: Budget-Friendly Interior Repairs & Upgrades (Tips 1640)
16. Paint Is the Cheapest Makeover

A fresh coat changes everythingwalls, cabinets, doors.

17. Re-grout Your Tile Instead of Replacing It



Makes old tile look brand new for under $25.

18. Use Peel-and-Stick Backsplash

Quick, cheap, and perfect for kitchens or bathrooms.
19. Replace Light Fixtures Yourself

Upgrading lights modernizes your space in minutes.
20. Swap Out Cabinet Hardware

A 10-minute job that can change the whole look.
21. Install Dimmers

Adds ambiance and reduces energy usage.

22. Clean Vents and Replace Filters

Improves airflow and HVAC efficiency.

23. Re-Caulk Tubs and Sinks

Stops leaks and makes bathrooms look fresh.

24. Use Wood Filler and Paint for Dings

Repair scratches in trim and furniture easily.

25. Hang Curtains Higher

Creates the illusion of taller ceilings.

26. Add a Smart Thermostat

Cuts heating/cooling bills with better control.

27. DIY a Feature Wall with Paint or Panels

Add drama with stripes, shiplap, or wallpaper.

28. Refresh Doors with Paint and New Knobs

Old doors feel new for under $30.

29. Install Floating Shelves

Adds both storage and style with little effort.

30. Use Contact Paper for Countertop Makeovers

A low-cost way to refresh worn counters.



31. Add Under-Cabinet Lighting

LED strips add flair and function to kitchens.

32. Repair Holes in Drywall

Use a patch kit and some spackleeasy fix.

33. Use Magic Erasers on Scuff Marks

Cleans baseboards, walls, and doors fast.

34. DIY a Sliding Barn Door

Build one for less than half the store price.

35. Install a New Faucet

Instant upgrade for kitchens and baths.

36. Refinish Wood Floors with a Kit

Buff and polish without sanding everything down.
37. Add Window Film for Privacy

Looks like frosted glassgreat for bathrooms.

38. Install a Bidet Attachment

Modern, eco-friendly, and inexpensive.

39. Paint Tile with Specialty Paint

Revive old tile in laundry rooms or baths.

40. Add a Shoe Organizer to Declutter Entryways
Saves space and time every day.

Part 3: Exterior & Outdoor Projects (Tips 4160)
41. Power Wash Your Exterior

Makes siding, decks, and driveways look like new.
42. Seal Driveway Cracks

Prevents larger, costlier repairs later.

43. Use Solar Path Lights

Easy curb appeal and no wiring needed.



44. Clean Out Gutters Yourself

Avoid water damage and foundation issues.
45. Touch Up Trim and Shutters

Adds instant curb appeal with just paint.

46. Build Raised Garden Beds

Use scrap wood or pallets to start gardening.
47. Lay Mulch to Define Spaces

Cheap way to clean up landscaping.

48. Paint Your Front Door

A bold color can refresh your homes whole look.
49. Build a Fire Pit

Use pavers or stones for a cozy backyard spot.
50. Install a Rain Barrel

Save money watering your garden.

51. Replace a Mailbox or House Numbers
Small upgrades make a big impression.

52. Patch Concrete with a Resurfacer

Make old patios or steps look new.

53. Build a Simple Fence or Privacy Screen
Increases function and property value.

54. DIY a Patio with Pavers

More affordable than pouring concrete.

55. Reseed Patchy Grass

A green lawn boosts value and pride.

56. Replace Outdoor Light Fixtures

Improve safety and style with solar or LED.

57. Paint or Stain the Deck



Protect wood and boost looks for under $50.
58. Install a Motion Sensor Light

Security without hiring an electrician.

59. Clean Windows and Screens

Makes your home look brighter and cleaner.
60. Use Gravel or Stone for Walkways
Low-cost and low-maintenance hardscaping.
Part 4. Energy-Saving DIY Projects (Tips 6180)
61. Seal Gaps with Weatherstripping

Reduces drafts and lowers utility bills.

62. Insulate Your Attic Door

Prevents energy loss from your warmest room.
63. Add Outlet and Switch Plate Gaskets
Block tiny air leaks behind covers.

64. Install LED Bulbs Throughout

Use 80% less electricity than incandescent.
65. Insulate Exposed Pipes

Prevent heat loss and avoid freezing.

66. Replace Old Toilet Flappers

Stop silent leaks that inflate water bills.

67. Use Smart Power Strips

Eliminate phantom power use from electronics.
68. Install Thermal Curtains

Keep heat in during winter and out during summer.
69. Use a Draft Stopper Under Doors

Simple fix for cold rooms.

70. Change HVAC Filters Monthly



Improves air quality and efficiency.

71. Use a Water Heater Blanket

Reduces standby heat loss for older units.

72. Install Faucet Aerators

Lower water usage without sacrificing pressure.
73. Switch to a Low-Flow Showerhead

Save water and energy at once.

74. Caulk Around Windows

Stop air leaks and reduce noise.

75. Replace a Thermostat with a Smart One
Automate energy savings daily.

76. Unplug Appliances When Not in Use

Add switches or labels to remind you.

77. Use Ceiling Fans Efficiently

Clockwise in winter, counter-clockwise in summer.
78. Upgrade to a Dual-Flush Toilet

Use less water with every flush.

79. Collect Greywater for Outdoor Use

Reuse laundry water for landscaping.

80. Install Solar Garden Lights

Charge in the sun, no wires needed.

Part 5: Renovation Hacks That Look Expensive (But Arent) (Tips 8195)
81. Use Wall Molding or Trim Kits

Adds character and looks custom.

82. Replace a Mirror with a Framed One
Instant luxury for under $50.

83. Paint Cabinets Instead of Replacing Them



Takes time, not money.

84. Use Open Shelving in Kitchens

Stylish and budget-friendly.

85. Add Crown Molding

Makes ceilings feel taller.

86. Upgrade Outlet Covers

Brushed nickel or matte black makes a statement.
87. Use Removable Wallpaper

Add drama without commitment.

88. Add Faux Beams or Faux Brick Panels

Get rustic charm without major construction.

89. Hang Oversized Art You Made Yourself
Canvas + paint = designer effect.

90. Replace Shower Curtain with Glass Look Panels
Clean and modern aesthetic.

91. Upgrade to Touchless Faucets

Looks modern and improves hygiene.

92. Add a Mini Coffee Bar Nook

Use a cart, floating shelves, and lighting.

93. Upgrade to Black or Brass Fixtures

Elevate any space instantly.

94. Hide Cords and Wires Creatively

Use channels, baskets, or clips.

95. Decorate with Large Plants or Faux Trees
Create a designer vibe affordably.

Part 6: Final Tips for Long-Term Savings & Success (Tips 96101)

96. Schedule Seasonal Maintenance



Prevent issues before they become expensive repairs.
97. Keep a DIY Journal

Track what you did, when, and how much it cost.

98. Watch for Clearance and Bulk Deals

Stock up on basics like screws, caulk, and paint.

99. Reuse and Recycle Materials

Old wood, tile, or hardware can be repurposed.

100. Join Local Tool Libraries

Borrow tools instead of buying.

101. Celebrate Your Progress

DIY is about learning, saving, and improvingenjoy it!



